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To The Commanding General 

OF "the Fifth Military District: 

fiRJUERAL — 

The detetaiineil will of the nation, now happily realized by a success- 
ful termination of the lute war, together with the critical exigencies of 
pub He affairs, lias made it the duty of Congress, under tbe retjuircinctils 
presented as results of the war, to review the condition of the country, 
mid provide certain measures under a new system of political ceouomy in 
iwlor id restore in their position i» this RopttWic those States which are 
now supposed to lie out of the Union, and to look forward to the means 
of obviating (lungers which may intevrupi I In- harmony and tranquility 
nf the Republic. The result, of the maluro and solemn deliberation on 
these momentous objects is contained in a late not and supplementary act 
of Congress predicated on the "Suornwn Military Hill," supported by a 
"Hill of Rights, " which have been July promulgated to the country at, 
larjze Although these acts speak themselves the principles on which 
they are foundedj as well as the ends which they propose, it will not he 
improper to enter into a few remarks concerning the expediency or neces- 
sity of comply in g with them. In reviewing the proposition to reconstruct 
these States under the Acts of Congress, we should not be unmindful of 
the objections which mi^ht. frustrate it embarrass their unanimous adop- 
tioa by the people in good faith, If the strict maxims of political 
economy arc to he consulted as our guide, it is manifest that the means 
of reconstruction Ought tit be coexistent with the object of it; and the 
measures carried out iti every respect under the attributes of that autho- 
rity which creates the former, and alone i* responsible fur the latter. 
These measures will, we trust, be viewed on one hand as the efFeet of a 
disposition in Congress to attend at all tiroes to the ritrhts of the people 
whom they serve, and on the other hand, as a pro if of their anxious de- 
sire that provision may thereby be nude for an honorable and just 
fnltiloient of the purposes and ends they have proclaimed. The expedi- 
ency, and even necessity involving that change of constitution as a pre- 



para tor j and wadjiiatiiig measura in writer tu reconstruct the State, would 

seem to present a variety of complicated eoutingeocieSj which it is to ho 
hoped will intr prove fata) t.i the purposes entertained by Congress. If 
th& measures involved in reconstruction are contemplated simply as an 
experiment, unsupported by precedent or the experience of mankind, 
tlicii' execution may be attvudcil with the most serious um bis rrti^suients 
mid difficulties; hut, jf they derive their just powers from the consent of 

the governed, and have 1 u carried out successfully by other and long 

established Govarjniicntfl, they will thon inspire that confidence which i,« 
bo important and requisite to maintain a peroKmunt system tff Govern* 
aient, Utii, notwithstanding the aoBflderiad of Congress as to the success 
of the ostHMwrta proposed, thereby the Stato is tu be reconstructed, it is 
their duty to recollect that the event may possibly disappoint their expec- 
tations. The plan of readjusting the State, thus prescribed by act of 
Congress, mast now receive its fate through the crucible of time and 
experience; all the objects comprised in it are conceived to be of this 
last importance to (lie welfare of this Federal Republic, and nec;.?sary to 
render as fruits of the war a (nil reward for thn blond, the toils, the eares 
and the calamities which it has engendered. Hut the object nf which 
the necessity will he peculiarly felt, now, ami by those to coiuo after us, 
and which it i> peculiarly the duty of Congress to look to, is the necessity 
i if securing for each State a Republican form of Government, whereby 
none may be deprived of their rights under the Constitution. Although 
the calamities which have befallen the country have been greater than 
would have been wished, tliey are .still less on the whole, than could have 
been expected ; and when referred to the cause in which they have boon 
incurred, and compared with the ruins which wars of ambition and of 
vain glory ha, -c entailed on Other nations, ought to be borne not only 
with resignation, but with ebecrful fortitude. 

Whatever maybe the magnitude of the concessions to be made for the 
perpetuity of the I!. ■public, it is sufficient for us to reflect that >L The 
i 'in'mi mvM !•<• jtiT.vrrri}," and to restore therein the States of the South, 
i lie mode which has, after long and elaborate discussion been preferred, 
is perhaps the least objectionable of any that would have been equal to 
the purposo. Coder this persuasion, we call upon the justice and 
plighted faith of the State to give the reconstruction act its proper effect, 
to refloat on the consequences of rejecting it, and to remember that Con- 



press will nut. he answerable tin* those consequences. U is true, that 
neither Governments nor Constitutions should be altered or varied for 
liirht or t music lit e;.i is es ; $'«r Midi alterations wight involve a perpetuity 
of change, which would be t':it:il to the maintenance of permanent Insti- 
tutions and Govern incuts. Hut this reflection can now Ikivc tin influence 
or bearing upon the predetermined, irreversible Sat and settled purpose of 
Congress, whereby a new Constitution i^ prescribed for the State, a<* a 
preliminary condition toils re&dmigsic-u into the I'liiou 

In tin execution of this momentous edict, upon which will depend the 
future ''Weal or Woe" of tin.- Commonwealth, let it he borne in mind 
that in the late war it. hus ever been proclaimed hv our people, that the 
rights for which they GQ.nlond.ed were the rights of human nature. With 
a Arm reliance upon the Author of these rights they have an abiding 
faith, that the States temporarily dissevered will be restored to Union, 
under such form of Government as will, upon a rational bus-is insure, 
consistently, theiv rights, safely and welfare. 

No parallel has heretofore occurred, iinr is it probable any instance will 
hereafter occur, where the unadulterated forms of EopnhJiean Govern- 
ment tuny have so fair an opportunity of justifying themselves by their 
fruits. 

In this view, the people of the [intUid Staler are responsible for the 
greatest trust ever confided to a political society. If justice, ;.rood faith, 
honor, niidull those qualities which ennoble the character of a nation, and 
fulfill the end., of government, bo the i'ruiis of our institutions, the cause 
of liberty and Uepublican Government will acquire a dignity and lustre 
which cannot but have the most i'-ivorabio influence on the rights of man- 
kind. But still it may be feared that whoever may be at the head of the 
Government, and however wisely aod honorably it may be administered, 
there e:ai be no well grounded hope that revolution will not be repeated 
without many essential and *ell <[',■■ ■■ ■ d reforms Whatever may be the 
checks and guarantees provi led in lit ■ Constitution, thus,, in power i.re 
practically under no restraint, and. now pure soever their feelings and 
purposes, the temptations with which thoy are surrounded, arc too 
many and too powerful n> I,' 1 ea-oK iv ■!■-!■.• ij ; but as things now arc, there 
are difficulties which scarcely any degree of talents or virtue can sur- 
mount, The experiment of establishing free institutions upon a perma- 
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oent basis is full of difficulties ; they may be overcome; hut tile task is 
of herculean anil formidable proportion*; 

Sonic indeed contend tlmt lire problem of self-government bus never 
yet l)oon solved or practically carried out; that the people are not capable 
of Ficlf-go vet runout j that no people have ever yet fully and tuccessfully 
exorcised that attribute ! It this be true, and flu: people of this country 
are nor sxo.ui prepared 1 1 govern themselves, when will they bo '( 

'Though thctwoni is returned to its .'■eabburd, it is not yet converted 
(so far as rlio maintenance of Republican institutions is concerned) into 
the safer and more progressive implements of the " ploughshare and the 
prnuiujr book." Upon those alone we should rely, to provide the ooly 
seen re basis fee (in 1 reconstruction of the States, and thereby ti reasonable 
prospect of the perpetuity of the Union, 

When the Southern States shall have been restored to the Union under 
the Federal ;ni d representative principle, it is to he hoped they will again 
become prosperous and contented cOmmomvcaltlrs, The representative 
principle is tbe great security of the rights of the citizen ; mid it is an 
all sufficient security when the interests of the constituent and represen- 
tative bodies are identical. The only difficulty under Republican firm 
of Government seeuis to he thai of combining the federal and represen- 
tative principle How far it is practicable to combine these principles, is 
the great problem in political philosophy, which the people of the United * 
Stales have undertaken to solve. To wfcul extent its solution will bo sue 
ecBsfui, time alone will determine. 

Next to the influences eseited by tin- reconstruction (politically) of the 
State, and by a suitable protection of its domestic eeo-nOJiljj there is uo 
other element conducive to its future prosperity in any degree equal in 
importance to timt which m;iy be derived from the establish ment of a 
suitable system of li'vo'> protection against the periodical Hoods of the 
Mississippi river. 

'I'M I' llEMSbt*. 

\ protective system cf State levees required to secure its leineulturel 
interests, ami to facilitate the draining and reclamation of the swamp 
lands, thereby ewcouraging the development*; nf its resources; must bo 
viewed as the onto prerequisite measures by which the commonwealth can 
hope to prosper < 

It would seem that the only valuable gift which a bountiful Providence 



has withhold from N>misi:nm, is licit nf :m immunity mid seojrky of its 
soil from the mighty floods af the waters of the .Mississippi. When our 
Stiitv is relieved, and becomes secure troai the paralyzing floods which pe- 
riodically destroy its hubslance ; whan something is done to help a suffer 
tog people to resist eucecssfullj the calamities which have overtaken 
tfieui, we may thou hope that out State will again resume its former 
condition of prosper ityt 

It may well be said that industry languish*! without adequate rowan) ; 
and there in nothing which so sdmalates production as the encouragement, 
which an energetic Government may infusi into a oommem wealth. 

Without home industry and domestic t. . taction no State c»n prosper, 
no commerce can exist. 

This country of Louisiana, With tlieai.> o( the Mississippi, is capable 
of producing every wane which commerce can devise, and in the inter- 
change of these you may build up an eitetibive and prosperous eominoree, 
which will successfully rival the eonuncrcul pow 'i' of lircat Britain, 

The Mississippi, which Sows through regions, affording almost every 
climate inhabited by civilized man, and supplies the productions, mineral 
and agricultural, of every pare of the "Jobe, the peltries of the frozen 
forests of the Kocky Mottuluius the grains of the Northwest States, the 
cotton, sugar and rice of the Southwestern, and lower down the fruits of 
the tropics; and which for two thousand miles to the Falls of St. An - 
ihiiiiy, without any perceptible difference in lite width or breadth of the 
stream, is bordered for the whole length with the broadest and most far. 
tile lauds ill the Wurld ; then with its tributaries, the lied lliver, Arkansas 
and Missouri, navigable fur three thousand miles, and terminating in as 
yet u " terra in eogmtn," to s.iy nothing of the Ohio, Cumberland, Ten- 
nessee, and many others, any of which would be regarded as great rivers 
anywhere else. This majestic river, with the waters of its tributaries, 
cimduets to our doors, and thouee to the ocean, the concentrated wealth 
of vast and fertile regions, extending fram the Rocky Mountain to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

lleuee, the vast importance to Louisiana of a suitable system of levee 
protection, whereby the advantages enumerated may be available and 
realized. 

Repeated, though futile efforts have been mode by the Legislature and 
Levee Commissioner* to rebuild the levees, lml as the State had neither 
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resources unr credit, i( was manifest that an appeal should ho uutdo to the 
General Government fur national aid to perform the work, 

Col. J. Ed mi in si ' in, ;iu eminent civil engineer, jointly, ivilh other pre* 
minoiit citizens of Louisiana, were appointed by ( inventor Wells .special 
Commissioners of Levees, to proceed to Washington City, and mi behalf 
lit' the people of the State; to submit in the President and tn t lie Congress 
of the I'liitcd States their memorial upon this important subject. No 
action, however, could 1)0 hud thereupon, inasmuch as that it, was pre. 
detenu i tied to do nothing fur the Levees of Louisiana until the Slate 
should be reconstructed under acta of Congress. 

Gov, Flanders, Messrs, Lawrence and Burnsufo essay a solution of the 
levee problem by resuscitating ''old lev ee statutes " long since defunct — 
revival .'Hid enforcement nf " dead letter levee statutes," which so for 
us repairing and building fcvoos were concerned, proved a dead failure 
twenty years ago. Parochial poliee, juries, syndics and inspectors to ap- 
ply the "screws" to riparian faad proprietors, tiuit they may forthwith 
see the expediency of rai<rn-r <M,stH)JHH) I" provide a suitable system of 
levee protection fur the State at huge. The " riparians " seem to be 
awaiting the action of the Levee Hoard-, but the latter would prefer tit 
await the action nf the " riparians," because, the commissioners who have 
gone to Wtill street with the levee bunds have not yet been heard from. 
Therefore, the alluvial laud owners must depend on their own individual 
resources and efforts, or be protected by the enforcement of (he aforesaid 
"statutes," revitalized to secure the " ways and means" to provide them 
with levees. If the resident and non-resident proprietors demur, or can't, 
'■'raise the cash," then ihc parochial police juries are simply instructed 
tn call to their aid tin* sheriff, who will forthwith sell a sufficiency of 
the riparian domain to supply the means fur Ievcc purposes. To be sure, 
this " in nilus operandi" of subdividing hind e.-lales by forced sales 
would seem to lool, like ;m euteriui; wedge to semi -confiscation, when we 
reflect that, the plriniers and laud owners generally throughout the State 
are wiihcmt avnu and mm V argent to pay up a tax of such formidable 
proportions. 

That the levee statutes in' local laws became a "dead letter " owing to 
the system subsequently adopted of making appropriations for the con- 
struction of the levees oul of the general fund of the. State is incorrcrt ; 
the imte eiaut why those local laws became a "dead letter," was offing 



to the taut that MperwiKa promt, tunny years -huv, after actual trial, tluit 
said laws were utterly impracticable, Would not work, and could not be 
carried out — that the levee works were of such magnitude and so cosily 
that individual efforts devoid of unanimity and uniformity of ayatom, 
were totally inadequate to repair and rebuild them to that degree ;um- 
inensurale with the requirements of seeure protection n gainst (lie peri- 
odical Hoods of the Mississippi, Hence, the wdiole subject mitiu'idiy 
reverted to the State government, inasmuch as it was clearly beyond the 
reach or control of private of parochial power- lo tuaiiii^'. l*)vpenoi ( ee. 
lioivcver, lias shown that a secure Bjystem of levee protection i« mrt only a 
local, or Stats question, hut rises in the proportion of .'i SubJ0e< oi national 
cnueorii, lo view of the iiiauy abortive efVmts made lu secure by means 
of a suitable, system of levee, protection, the vast agricultural interests, 
and thereby the must, valuable buds and plantations of the State limn 
periodical overflow of (lie Mississippi river, it may be well to at mice 
come to the conviction of the necessity of applying to Congress for such 
national aid to repair and rebuild the levees as may be consistently taut- 
ceded through the guarantee by the United States of the bunds of the 
State of Louisiana to the amount of $6,800,000, predicated on the pro- 
ceeds of the sale* of its swamp lands, and ;» tux imposed on fill lands 
throughout the State subject to inundation, in order in seeure the bond- 
and interest accruing thereon. 
Throughout the State of Louisiana one thousand six hundred and i"iiv 

miles ot'lineal and lateral levee require to be strengthened, repaired, and, 
to n considerable extent, reconstructed or rebuilt, to protest effectually 
from overflow of the waters of the Mississippi the agricultural interests 
of the State. Appropriations of inadequate supplier oi money to he 
applied to patch-work at detached sections and separate points, SQ far as 

protection to leyoe.H for the agricultural districts are i cer I are worse 

tliati ii-cloM, because where the levee works are continuously find mn 
nectively carried out, ad as to establish an uninterrupted and perfect eor. 
don of levee embankments around the district* to be protected, detached 
nr disconnected lines of levee works would be quickly washed away, and 
the money expended thereon irretrievably lost. 

With yawning crevasses or breaks in the levees, through which ponr 
the mighty waters of the Mississippi, submerging the most valuable agrl- 
cultural districts of the State, and which have defied the powera and re- 
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source* of the Legislature nod its Levee Commissioners to eloso or rente- 
Jy ; with the swamp lands, among the greatest resource? of the State 
unreclaimed, ami unavailable for cultivation, owing to tin; ywwcrSoss sys- 
tem of drainage ; with a iilninuy prospect of even fractional parts of 
crops; tin? sail uneiiltiviio-d thmuuhout valuable agricultural districts ; 
with an inconsiderable oomtrierce, inasmuch as there Is Utile or no pro? 
ductmn to sustain it, tin- emu in on wealth in this crippled condition, with- 
out, resources, consequently without credit, must now look to the United 
Stale-; Government for such aid as it may decna expedient tu grant to 
repair and rebuild tbo omits, and thereby relieve the State frets the 
calami lies which have overtaken '"■ 



The following comniuaioation tVom the pen uf Colonel tidmniisbm, 
co&oeraing the Louisiana !evee« and other kindred topics, will be read 
with interest : 

POIiBMtffl OP UHINIANA LgVEKfi 

Heconstvuelion of the Levees awaiting recenstructiiMi el t lie State—the tine qua 

rwii uf polUionl regenerator*. 

The nervous solicitude t cernlog fceerr Bantitmil Bilk of flights of 

Leotc Oomtniuioxent, entailing a L>i-> fmbraffiioj the Gordian knot of 
which i* finally cut bj the Sheridan sabre, temporarily suspended until 
further information. 

The physics and bydnmlics of the Mississippi river arc nut governed 
by too doctrines ol Radical or Conservative laws, hut true to the over- 
powering properties, of fluids will uvonvhel u the domain of all alike irre- 
spective of party lines, unless they had tin- pursunsive arguments already 
brought to heat 1 throughout a large- extent of submerged country as a smf- 
licicnt warning for thorn bo I"' op and doing — to at once provide n secure 
symtcni i if levee | roloetiiiii for the State. If there be anything true in 
the science of political ceniintuy , if any proposition I»0( niclaiuiea! is sus- 
ceptible of demon st rat ion, it i* that an efficient system of levees is the 
'■ sin'- ijii/i linn" in Louisiana Stale reconstruction, because without a se- 
cure system of levee protection, the productive labor and resources of the 
Slate would be totally inadequate to provide even a revenue sufficient to 
defray the expense of governing it, and that owing to its present prostrate 
and crippled condition those levees cannot he rebuilt without national aid. 
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Upon this momentous question it would seem idle to assert that some 
ihimj nioai lir thm? for the levees without pointing out the way how that 
something i* to be done. 

[nasivuch as it is considered that thy Federal goverumont will be 
called upon to porforro the great work <<f rebuilding the levees of Loui- 
siana and as OngroJS entertains doubts as to the validity of the State 
provisional government, while indecision and doubtful perplexity inter- 
posed to obstruct in sortie degree the eyirjinj out the act of Congress 
under (lie Sherman military bill. 

When, therefore, these questions are definitely settled by Congress, 
then, and not, till then, will (he requisite means be prnvide.fl to rebuild 
the State levees. 

It Would he well, therefore, for all parties concerned in the welfare of 
the State to lose no lime in carrying out at onee the act of Congress, 
whereby the State will forthwith be readmitted into the Union. 

'f hen, in order to provide the State with a suitable system of levee 
protection, there can be no doubt that Congress will cause to be issued 
seven million dollars oi bonds of the Uni (cd States for the purpose rf 
repairing and rebuilding the levees of Louisiana ; the bonds to be paya- 
ble in not less than ten nor more thau thirty years, and to be secured by 
a tax on all the lands of tin' State, or, at least, on sueh as may be in the 
districts subject to inundation, as well as by a lien on seven millions of 
iieres of sueh Bwamp lands, which will be reclaimed by the proposed 
work, and CODA'Aycd to the United States as additional security or as at- 
indemnity against loss by defauh of the State in promptly meeting the 
payment of ssiid bond*; the Fedora! Governittcuil pei tuittiog, by subs ■ 
qUOU t regulation*, the State to >ave the Swamp binds and appropriate the 
proceeds thereof to the discharge of the bonds. 

In lieu of the City Council project, let the State at lai^e send tin* peo- 
ple's Looimii-MoiHTs to Congre>s for aid to rebuild tie' Louisiana levees; 
such commissioners, suitably endorsed, may idieit the favorable action 
of Congress in behalf of our levees ; let three commissioners from this 
State at large ami two members ntf the late Board, appointed by tlen. 
Sheridan, be the Levee Commissioners authorized by the people to apply 
to Congress for national aid to rebuild the State levees. 
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Those who favor the action herein proposed in reference to the State 
'■ pecSj may add their signatures to a memorial upon the subject, nt the 
office of Simeon Belden and .Judge Castanio, No. 18 Exchange Alley, nt 
Avon da tin Bros., 1S8 Common Street, David Taylor, Old Levee, or 
Effingham Lawrence. 



r.Ol'ISIANA LEVEE BUNDS. 

Tlic people seem anxtotu to be informed Miioernitic the probabilities of negotit* 
ting rJie Levee Jiomls. 

The following remarks embody the ooty reply I can make to the numer- 
ous letters I have received from levee contractors and others throughout 
the State, enquiring into the probabilities of raising money on the Levee 
Bonds : 

Touching the request of correspondents to be informed as to whether 
there is any levee fund ou hand available, to pay up deficits on levee con- 
tracts, I can simply say, that the enquiry should be. addressed to Levee 
Commissioners who, perhaps, may inform them, after the return of the 
levee mission from the North. 

.1. EDMONSTON, 
Survey «r ami Civil Engineer 



For the i n !'u rn nit ion of all eonccnied, it- may be announced that the 
I veu bunds are again mi the wing ! Their flight now veers West of 
North, in St. Louis ami Cincinnati ; thence North by Bast, where they 
will liniitly bring up hefnfe the astonished yet familiar gaze of fiotlmi:; 
monied nabobs of Wall street ! Heaven help them it' they bear Dot the 
potent insignia of " Uncle Sam." Hut. we have been graciously allowed to 
tftlcc a peep at. these irrepressible bonds, regenerated under the " vice" of 
l-'fuvisioiml Governor Flanders, in lieu of that of the late Governor Wells. 
W't- litid no material difference between the new and old issue (already 
i ued mi the market by four successive commissions duly appointed to na- 
-otiate tlh'in i other than a mere alternation of Executive signature at- 
tar bed thereto. 
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Whether the now issue signet] by Provisional Governor Flanders will 
be found more attractive without further requisite adjuncts, remains to be 
seen. Hut it, seein-i those cute financiers whu liulJ t lie tiothum purse in 
WjiD street, can't see the force oj the Louisiana Bonds as yet, with the 
lights now before them. They stoutly maintain that t ! i >:■ new issue reveals 
only a repetition of the obi story. 

' Tis true the autograph of Provisional Governor 1'T.mders is substituted 
in lieu uf il.ir signature of ex-Governor Wt-li? ; but .-till, those cult? 
moueyerats of Wall street, obstinately jiur.-isi that these bauds are nowise 
changed from their former defective condition wlticts precluded tlievr 
being touched when hawked about Wall street last winter; and though 
aided by the promised influence of Major General Sheridan, yet the 
unimpressible matter of fact capitalists would prefer to see that influence 
brought to bear in the shape of .Mumi;.' the official signature of Hugh 
McCullougb on the Face of those bond*, 

Repeated experiments have shown that the revenues to be raised 
within this State are nlttgcther ioadeyuto to the public wants The 
deficiency can only be supplied by loans. To effect these loans the con- 
dition of the (-red it of the State is such that it must have recourse in 
the guarantee of the Federal Government to sustain that credit, until the 
State resources are sufficiently developed to provide fur the public wauls. 

Therefore, to rebuild the levees, the means musi bo derived either From 
proceeds of (Jotted States Honda for Levee purposes, or from proceeds oi 
State Bonds guaranteed by the United States 

Louisiana wants mooted capital; this capital is essentially sensitive 
and coquettish, and ran only be approached through the medium iff sctoli 
securities and formalities as its potent powers enny gee lit lu prescribe 

NATIONAL All) Til UKIJI lid' Till: LEVEES OF t,ui ISIAN'.V 

In aid to the littbrls which may be made hy the fahertdan-iiojiru aJ 

Levei 1 Commissioners, to obtain national aid to repair and reconstruct 
the levees of Louisiana, a large nuinber of niii most prominent men 
throughout the State, including merchants, planters, bankers, and others 
of this city, in a memorial to Congress, urging ou behalf of the people of 
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this Stute the uecessitj of the work proposed, its importance and national 
utility. Col. .1 Edmonstin, 'J' I J. Murphy, Esq., -r. Castaniu, Esq , 
end Judge Win. Hwwes Harris, iire the Special Commisstouei-s, who will 
proceed to Washington, in November nest, to submit said memorial to 
the Cunorcss oi' t'le I i j i r ■ • I State?, urging ihe expediency of establishing 
a Joint Board of Levea Coimuissjcmers, to be appointed by authority of 
the United Sut.-s and Stute of Louisiana, to supervise the rebuilding of 
the Stute Levees The memorial proposes the issuing of United States 
bonds in lion "I" Louisiana bonds, to be guaranteed by the reconveyance 
to the Lotted States of the sw.mip lands of the Stute, and a tax im- 
posed on a?! land* protected by tin- levees front overflow of the Mis- 
jtsstpjd river ft is estimated tltat 86,800,000 will be required to 
establish a s'icwfe system of tevor }>vot. ■etiim throughout the Stale of 
Louisiana, 

But this vitally important work of rebuilding the levees mainly depends 
upon the re-establishment "into line" of this Commonwealth as a State 
of the TTninii ; To the people of Louisiana is confided the important 
tru^t of electing their representatives in Convention to frame a new Con- 
stitution under lite Reconstruction act of Congress, and thence their 
representatives in the General Assembly of the State, to bo followed by 
the election af the Governor thereof — doubtless there will bo numerous 
aspirants patriotieiilly inclined to serve the State by and with the consent 
of the people :is tlieir Chief Magistrate. The only difficulty, therefore, 
will be that id* selecting tlio proper pan, am! if it he true that earning 
event* cunt their tlmthm he/ore, then, upon the outline of the political 
horizon, wo may already distinguish who, in all probability, will be the 
Go emor el«ct, Ho this as it may, it, would seem to be surmised that 

wl ver n.-iiclu-s the chair of the Governor eke! will, in ail probability, 

reach a Stat in the United States Senate, leaving the Lieuienant-fioverncr 
tn guide the destinies of the State. 1. E, 



